
  

 

PETE RICKETTS – GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 
 

Age: 50 
 
Hometown: Omaha, NE 
 
Party Affiliation: Republican 
 
Years in Current Office: N/A 
 
Congressional Committees on which you serve: 
N/A 
 
Education: Bachelor’s Degree & MBA, University of Chicago 
 
Prior Public Offices Held: None 
 
Political Heroes: Ronald Reagan, George Washington, Calvin Coolidge 
 
1. There’s been a great deal of debate concerning the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act. Why is it, or is it not, a good program for Americans? 

 
All Nebraskans deserve access to quality, affordable health care.   The Affordable Care 
Act has not been the right solution to controlling health care costs and enhancing care.  
For too many Nebraskans, it’s meant significant increases in premiums and deductibles 
and the loss of plans families preferred.  We can do better.  

2. What would you say is a fair and reasonable policy toward illegal immigration 
in this country?  
 
America is a welcoming nation of immigrants, but also a nation of laws. First and 
foremost, prior to policy revisions, our borders must be secured.  As a candidate for 
governor, I believe states should not contribute to the chaos at our borders by providing 
taxpayer benefits to those here illegally. 
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3. Since September 11, 2001, our nation has made public safety from terrorism a 
high priority. Have we achieved a sustainable level of public safety or are more 
steps necessary to protect public safety? 
 
It is a tremendous accomplishment to have prevented any major terroristic attacks on 
our homeland since September 11, 2001.  Our military and homeland security forces 
deserve great credit.  Recent terrorist activity across the globe reminds us, however, 
that we can never be too cautions and must always remain vigilant. 

4. As we witness the current unrest in places like Syria, Iraq and the Ukraine, 
America must decide the nature and depth of our involvement in foreign affairs. 
What parameters should guide us in making those decisions? 
 
A strong national defense is one of the primary responsibilities of our federal 
government.  My belief is that we should maintain a strong defense, work to seek peace 
through diplomacy, but also act quickly, decisively and with force when necessary to 
protect Americans.    

5. Many young people only have a general understanding of the dynamics of 
politics and elective government. What steps could and should be taken to help 
people appreciate their freedoms and encourage them to become civic-minded 
adults? 
 

All Americans should appreciate how unique it is to live in a nation that so determinedly 
guards individual liberties. I am proud to see young people across our state engaging in 
their local and state government.  This involvement should be regularly encouraged; 
freedom comes with the responsibility to maintain it.  

 


